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Savoring Summer, Feeling the Fall 

 

  

 

Monarch butterflies, honeybees, 
Rudbeckia, Solidago... You might be 
lucky enough to be surrounded by all 
that and more, perhaps after years of 
focused toil. These markers remind us 
that while summer may end in late 
September, it also shouts out in 
glorious abundance. Gardens 
everywhere offer up flowers and food, 
even while we know fall clean-up lies 
ahead. This issue of the Dirt celebrates 
the scope of the month, discussing 
what native perennials to plant, what 
farms to visit, and even how to build a water pond while the days stay warm. Out 
of all the months, September reminds us to "gather ye rosebuds while ye 
may". Get out there and drink deeply of this gorgeous month.  

 

  

 

  

 

In this month’s issue of The Dirt... 
• Featured Garden: We share our list of native plants at Drumlin Farm. 
• Featured How-To: Have you built a garden pond yet? Learn how!  
• Featured Tip: Explore Massachusetts' farms by region or produce. 

 

Dig The Dirt? Please tell your friends! 
They can subscribe online by clicking HERE. 

 

https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHmeATi73-XarBye5Qh0jaJDJJqcqLVbaU7y6uV9uXdcQy9FCm_JUZkrgFKa_wVAncSum_WOKWbPM98yK-hbVhdk7JwwVWDoez3b9ixfDxGp1FDYdnJZiLD5Ln_pqzK0BQ==&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHmeATi73-XarBye5Qh0jaJDJJqcqLVbaU7y6uV9uXdcQy9FCm_JUZkrgFKa_wVAncSum_WOKWbPM98yK-hbVhdk7JwwVWDoez3b9ixfDxGp1FDYdnJZiLD5Ln_pqzK0BQ==&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBJ0AZ7XwU_QOsbiQkujcOtX0S6X012raYkRBoeapmrs5VYbZHiUQYo9k5bvYgB0jtMMhILHr7utEODZ4ciwXHroPHyt_rWbLJyrh0vYFaujcZ5p-pZ-IZZ4Z7ABMeBlCabrdjrc_eS3cdq_IWc08MS-GCA0zYa_ReSiPY9u7sAKuxyxla1FCZyES3cDjBPGPzrhQsjM_TDxYqfH-Yevu4_g=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==


  

 

  

Featured Monthly Garden 

Native Plants: From Drumlin Farm to You  
  

Mass Audubon's Drumlin Farm Wildlife Sanctuary 
208 South Great Road Lincoln MA 01773 

https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBFH8mFfUodrfvMu-Tr8oQNASJVytxejACfhbv_G2acnTc1tyth4rfrDtzbZq0H660QWoslUjSkSMxFYkftD4DBlbVluMZOvbrZtc_8a1bjeCNg7m1nHoxTCI_z49G0WMyh2jRKDGdBH6w9PUIdYTeF4rex6m4W6h9g==&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==


https://www.massaudubon.org/places-to-explore/wildlife-
sanctuaries/drumlin-farm 

 

  

 

Author Lynne Larson (PMG) is co-manager of the Drumlin Farm site. The 
Drumlin team also includes the project founder Pat Puma (LMG) c0-manager 
Erica Bond (LMG), Barb Ernisse (PMG), Art Kreiger (PMG), and Alison Lawton 
(PMG). The team has been at Drumlin since 2021 and work together on all 
decisions regarding the project. We love to share what we've learned!   

 

  

 

Update from the MMGA / Drumlin Farm Native Plant Project 
This is the sixth year of a joint project between the MMGA and Massachusetts 
Audubon at Drumlin Farm. The project, “Increasing Biodiversity in the Ecosystem 
by the Use of Native Plants,” began in 2021. The purpose was to use native plants 
to redesign 12+ garden beds in the Learning Garden at Drumlin Farm in Lincoln, 
MA.  

 

Our goal was multi-faceted: We wanted to 
model the use of native plants in home 
gardens, to make visitors aware of the wide 
range of native plant choices, and to share 
information about the plants through 
interactive signage, all of which might 
encourage visitors to implement these ideas 
at home. Drumlin Farm is the most visited 
of all Massachusetts Audubon sites, and the 
Learning Garden is the busiest section at 
Drumlin Farm. So, we were excited about 
getting more people onboard with planting 
natives.  

 

  

 

The MMGA team's belief was that public awareness and professional efforts to use 
native plants was increasing and so the project was timely. We saw that topic of 
native plants as rightly tied to the conversation on global warming, and thought 
homeowners and gardeners might be looking for direction and ideas. We wanted 
to help inform people, and to make planting natives an easy choice. While we 
designed each bed at Drumlin with native-only plants, we support Dr. Doug 
Tallamy's Homegrown National Park and his 70/30 ratio for plants.  

 

A brief background of the project, from 2021-2025 
In 2021, the "Drumlin Farm Armchair Team" was formed by interested Master 
Gardeners. We worked on identifying native plant ideas for the 13 beds at the 
Learning Garden at Drumlin Farm. We mapped out the garden design and created 

https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBK6JEB-mBNuMrF4hV2hm0KY4fBZxGxF5D0g1X159LdwsPnXhBIgvnjc9rduJ82al0DUJEgu2RmGYvAgIoqPi_NcKO8VaQs4F8WP8kD6e9HpL4yk-Fj9oqBDS7r-5Qn6v4gNKjHecGJP9WcehFh62l33WVIjtU0h357n7g_7pZnOydCRGc0PynlI=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBK6JEB-mBNuMrF4hV2hm0KY4fBZxGxF5D0g1X159LdwsPnXhBIgvnjc9rduJ82al0DUJEgu2RmGYvAgIoqPi_NcKO8VaQs4F8WP8kD6e9HpL4yk-Fj9oqBDS7r-5Qn6v4gNKjHecGJP9WcehFh62l33WVIjtU0h357n7g_7pZnOydCRGc0PynlI=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBComKRzHuIxfd7E7_rDWBbej6W4dMjGzKdcRavfQQbV2gDEiNboBy3vNAC0HBtJkl_R20f-0sjn96SH10zKck0bwts46n4zLHyhVQYvs_vaTopWr7uXyFwM=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHmeATi73-Xap1hTIg5qy9U5y6WzA37q_MNQHfkvQa7T8U7AJniZeAyz9zyCr1-KOr84YUO9mFlyRt3bBySa5xhabPbcYARKQ_dsLrBxfnXncEfDgmMVuw6pgHvR73SEKv2nAb6lv2a3zdnuBTwyc6KQTh4R61KS6dIkuZtv7SUFuRtbsw1uKoc=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==


different themes for each bed. In 2022, the project got its official kick-off via funds 
from a private donor and we were able to secure native plants for some of the 
themed beds. In 2023 and 2024, we received funds from an MMGA grant program 
and were able to add native plants to all but three beds at the site.  

 

  

 

In 2025, we received additional funding to continue our efforts add native plants 
to the remaining beds, or to expand upon what was already there. We added native 
shrubs to a new bed, something we had been hoping to include, and completed the 
final three beds in the Learning Garden, filling out our initial design. Also, in 
partnership with Drumlin, we designed and incorporated interactive signage, 
which went into Learning Garden and near the main gift shop, the two busiest 
places at Drumlin. The signs include a QR code that takes the viewer to the full list 
of native plants in the various beds.   

 



In 2026, we began to focus on the area near 
front entrance. Working with Drumlin Farm, 
we finalized the landscaping plans for the 
entrance and gift shop gardens; the approach 
here was to demonstrate how versatile native 
plants could be in terms of color, size, and 
overall look in a home garden. We purchased 
and planted the first collection of plants for this 
area, which is a shadier spot than the Learning 
Garden, which means we chose a different 
collection. Overall, the plan is to showcase 
user-friendly choices for a home garden. We 
will continue to expand and update our 
collections, and to increase signage so that 
visitors might leave with new ideas about what 
home gardens can be. 

  

 

 

What is the take-away for our Dirt readers? September is a great month to plant 
perennials, which makes it a perfect time to share the full list of native plants we 
used! These lists name each plant by bed and contain links to reliable sites that 
provide in-depth information about each item. Our message to you: Please - do 
this at home!     
 

MMGA / Drumlin Farm Native Plant List Gift Shop Terrace 2026 
MMGA / Drumlin Farm Native Plant List Learning Garden 

 

  

https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHmeATi73-XaG7gkbFG4hOYsc2-xqQQym9A1kMRS_Ug8n0NsTL5DWfiZZ2VQPgBVw703uOLD4ip_7DC-iuv8bKua5-xcSUdnQ4favrPXsFTerE-Id-qyyv26_14UwqkY4PtfPy6qU-8M9GxvHARJUDtoKzyOLl8w7YJWMUu8zDPTSGe7eJLBEl4=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHmeATi73-XapkpQEi_jrVcLx3MOE4X7nUpE-r1qCQmW7CHIqjyX6hzYng7n4gD-2fv0d5Oz3nYbaa-2L1eAKnXhEPoyaEcpJmiIHKENramhzhCcurNSvTpNm58tyStUNwnxwY_wFHURDIr66hCMM8MT3Cg6IRQvZcFzMmnZ93GiwHHSzx6PdKs=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==


  

 

  
  

https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBLjhc6rSj5THktZSBy2J2QUUUr2T3a_6o-sYfbqHTbpTRy5EBskhJ7bPXKn5m8YPJKp8pZy6n_R87gW3h6_gILYWrmY6U-jKKtpsvoe2IxmOA9ljdTsbh5zzNPsp2LoOASLFJCRhYi_0-VkKv3xiqPPSRd8mfoS05qgQzo_Pbda6WP2skYPOZtE=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==


Monthly Tip 

Enjoy the Harvest 
In addition to perennial planting 
and garden cleaning, September is 
harvest season in Massachusetts. 
According to the 2022 census 
(released in 2024), 
"Massachusetts has 7,083 farms 
on 464,451 acres." Farm stands 
across the state are full of 
tomatoes (while they last), corn, 
pumpkins, squashes, garlic, 
melons, and so much more. It's 
also apple picking season (if you 
wait until October they will be gone). While your own gardens are always calling, 
we say make the most of this beautiful month, take a weekend break, and go 
support some local farms. Master Garderners also have the option of volunteering 
at one of the food pantry gardens we service.  

 

  

 

Massachusetts Agriculture 
https://www.mass.gov/info-details/agricultural-resources-facts-and-

statistics 
Massachusetts Agritourism 

https://www.mass.gov/info-details/agritourism-farms 
Local farms by Region 

https://massnrc.org/farmlocator/map.aspx?Type=Agritourism 
MMGA Food Pantry Farms 

https://www.massmastergardeners.org/community/food-pantry-gardens 
 

  

Monthly How To:  
Create a Wildlife Pond  

 

  

 

Author Madeline Chamberlain (SPMG and UVM Extension Transfer ‘22) is the 
MMGA Project Manager at the Ohrenberger School native plant garden in West 
Roxbury and MMGA Board Member and Communication Director. Her Boston 
home garden features a wildlife pond (of course!), many native plants, and lots 
of rocks. Note: This article was modified and reprinted from 2023. 

 

  

 

Gardening to support native wildlife has become more mainstream.  Home 
gardeners are working with native plants and boldly leaving the leaves over the 
winter. While native plants are important, there are many things we can do to help 

https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHmeATi73-Xa80r8foDjVyzf5jags4l9DZKi8BTr-hfAnDpmHwyJa2OJMzyW8uCSj0SDdYYGAuqzH9OmL2vLX2Ere1QsLCVgBMG0o6uQ-zoFnezVtpIHwu9aErrxoUMhloUQer4tDbSHkUkxT23TCToLWExWA6n_7Q==&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBIcEgtCRR2i9zIxXdKicCnyGYTWSq5rwCqvImw4KtCh92Pf42BpWFkB2h63wb11vlrbfrilPiCJBNR7mg7L8YHhQyHcrcYbFRGFeqvFnImSjU3k5SbHuphxTL7AbF8Gh7bvpJz7xu4gx7VDykAOvxNQaYfUqmjOWth6EeQywVfmUTaRZKEB1a7U=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBIcEgtCRR2i9zIxXdKicCnyGYTWSq5rwCqvImw4KtCh92Pf42BpWFkB2h63wb11vlrbfrilPiCJBNR7mg7L8YHhQyHcrcYbFRGFeqvFnImSjU3k5SbHuphxTL7AbF8Gh7bvpJz7xu4gx7VDykAOvxNQaYfUqmjOWth6EeQywVfmUTaRZKEB1a7U=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHmeATi73-XaBglJ4cNfw4CXwBN7Dj1hvN3tZNZQqMwwadUVItNchmVBVAtu1g4PZhtFUbtlMw7XB9HofTEPVslQ1ypR7QfmOvB7PfGjpuKbSm8YeVpmL3QqGPi3ZZnu2rd0XycZWt1q&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHmeATi73-XaKCmHaDZsAs2Y-3dSfcnPje4HQ-CUlE4S_lGQbBVlBYMUelyil5frCUNmeYTy0tI63vCwZR1qB6C8ywOidulS4rD12x5qHKI-ttEunLMuYVSehX9i8Kv3M89DlUjSuP8R784qC0q2t3A=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHmeATi73-Xa80r8foDjVyzf5jags4l9DZKi8BTr-hfAnDpmHwyJa2OJMzyW8uCSj0SDdYYGAuqzH9OmL2vLX2Ere1QsLCVgBMG0o6uQ-zoFnezVtpIHwu9aErrxoUMhloUQer4tDbSHkUkxT23TCTrbi8cg3c14fw==&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBIcEgtCRR2i9zIxXdKicCnyGYTWSq5rwCqvImw4KtCh92Pf42BpWFkB2h63wb11vlrbfrilPiCJBNR7mg7L8YHhQyHcrcYbFRGFeqvFnImSjU3k5SbHuphxTL7AbF8Gh7bvpJz7xu4gx7VDykAOvxNQaYfUqmjOWtosJriE1Y1z6w44rXG5OxVo=&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==


wildlife and one of the best is to build a pond. It might sound crazy and 
challenging and cumbersome but building a wildlife pond has been the single most 
important thing I have done in my garden. 

 

Picture this: Dragon flies zooming around your garden. Neighborhood songbirds 
bathing in your backyard. Tadpoles scooting around your pond. While all these 
creatures are important on their own, they also play a crucial role in the ecosystem 
of a healthy garden. Creating a pond makes all this possible in your backyard and, 
to any gardener’s delight, opens the door to a whole new subset of native plants: 
aquatics. 

 

How do you start? First need to figure out where you’d like a big hole in your yard. 
Full to part sun is ideal. Avoid siting it under a tree as that will create a hassle 
come fall. The pond doesn’t have to be huge; mine is about 5 feet across. 
Historically, our frostline in Massachusetts is around three feet, so I dug a little 
deeper in case any frogs want to stay safe overwinter. The shape is up to you, but I 
recommend something with natural curves. As you dig, be sure to carve out 
planting shelves; these flat shelves are where you’ll place emergent pond plants. 
You also should leave sections that are quite shallow so bees and birds can land. 
Finally, be careful to make sure the top of your pond is level! 

 

  

 

Once the pond is a shape to your liking, remove any roots and rocks that are 
sticking out on the bottom and sides. You can add a few inches of sand at the 
bottom to create a buffer between any potential rocks or roots that might emerge. 
Then line the pond with a soft layer; you can buy a subliner, but old blankets or 
carpet pads are cheaper. Finally, you’ll add a plastic pond liner. Many large garden 
centers sell this by the foot, or you can order a precut one online. Get one a few 



feet bigger than you think you need. Lay the liner in the sun so it can warm up and 
become more flexible and then position it in the pond. It helps to get into the pond 
here so you can make adjustments. It also helps to add water as you go; the weight 
of the water will help you smooth the folds of the liner. You might be tempted to 
use rain barrel water for this, but I’m hesitant to recommend that since roof water 
is probably not conducive to your new ecosystem.  

 

Once your pond is full, it’s time to cut the liner. Cut a healthy margin— 1.5 feet or 
so— and then bury the excess with fill from the hole and rocks. While you’re 
playing with that, start lining the inside of the pond with rocks. Don’t worry too 
much about full coverage. The black liner pretty much disappears once the pond is 
full. After you’ve filled the pond, wait a full day before the next step. 

 

Now for the fun part: planting. A wildlife 
pond doesn’t have a pump or filtration 
system; it relies on a blend of pond plants 
to keep the water clear and healthy. Three 
basic types are: submerged, emergent 
(these have their roots in the water, but 
most of their stems and leaves are outside 
of the water) and floating (yes, you can 
have pond lilies!). Your pond will need all 
three types.  

  

 

 

Submerged plants might seem like the 
most boring of the mix (they’re underwater!), 
but they’re probably the most important 
because they add oxygen to the water. Also, 
they’re not as hidden as you might think. In a 
three-foot deep pond, you can easily see 
some of the taller submerged plants. These 
can be weighted down and tossed into the 
pond, or they can be left to float in the pond. 
It’s up to you. Personally, I think the native 
hornwort (Ceratophyllum demersum) is 
pretty so I let it float about— and it provides 
great cover for tadpoles. 
  
Emergent plants are more exciting because they are probably what you envision 
when you think “pond plant.” Native flag irises (Iris versicolor), pickerelweed 
(Pontederia cordata), even cattails (Typha latifolia) are all options. These plants 
can go in aquatic planting baskets on the pond shelves, or you can experiment with 
weighing roots down with gravel for a more natural look. When choosing emergent 

 

  



plants, be sure to select some with long straight stems such as grasses; dragonfly 
larvae need these to climb out of the water. 
  
Floating plants, such as the iconic pond lily (Nymphaea odorata), have a variety 
of growing conditions; check their label for more information.  

 

While you can certainly go crazy with tropical pond plants, native plants will best 
support our native wildlife— and they don’t need any special winter treatment. 
Just leave them in the pond and they’ll come back in the spring. Sometimes they 
take a little longer than the rest of your garden to emerge because the temperature 
in your pond is cooler than the soil.  
  
You can order pond plants online, but it is best to purchase from local nurseries. 
That way you can be certain that whatever you pick up is not on the 
Massachusetts invasive species list. One time I got sent what I swear was 
bishop’s weed in lieu of what I actually ordered. Even if your pond is not near 
other water, it’s important to be careful of invasives as seeds and even scraps of 
roots can be transported by birds.  

Finally, planting around your pond is just as important as in the pond. It’s 
tempting to plant shorter plants and groundcover all along the shoreline so you 
can see all your hard work. However, it’s important to add areas of taller plants 
right up along the edge of the pond to provide cover for wildlife visitors.  
  
There’s a little upkeep. Spring is the time to remove the winter’s dead leaves. Dip 
them out with a net and place them on the side of the pond for a day so that any 
larvae can crawl back into the pond. You also should research mosquito 
management. I treat my pond with wildlife-safe mosquito dunks. Finally, 
sometimes the water gets low in the summer but feel free to top it up with hose 
water. 

https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBHwgndyKqC9uzldZiZtxk3IWsgByc7vteuAcXeIqbWrv05pI5f3bx1_dVSqfgb48OKG6JIfH1Ci3mZD_HepMoSjxqZ5qoJdVJsDa5zKi3h2bXaEhdYASgkXKRRqA-8Fj6A==&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==


  

 

If you build it, they will come! Before you know it, your new pond will attract 
dragonflies, hoverflies, birds and, yes, even frogs. It might take a little bit of time, 
but I promise, the wildlife will show up and become an important facet of your 
garden. 
  
Here are some additional resources for building your pond:  

Gardeners World: How To Create a Wildlife Pond 
Michigan State University: Types of Pond Plants 

Xerxes Society: Backyard Ponds 
 

  

https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBFgud79elN7SmggJo6_O2Rz7S1slTrMXuPsK5UWYaTI57iBdlg5msTPxwE8sqAra6Aj_SFeimv9NoeSlVYDqpsa-QsvPxNuEcw3AsXE400lifDcLskAZZYKSpYOh94-C4bArRDbRmSpR81_XbzmGD2M0RmkiowZhB-9szvCR7I03wzunR0Z-MrFP27ny-Jg7Wzs6uYbPgbAQ&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBFgud79elN7SZEod86WvZ-rhC2tCKxgvm0rILVMyk7uKpQSmqUujLWD4JiYLP1AXgHeVTcLRh2hdmgvz-6bcaZ7scINmf2gge1x16ERE5Aqhcq0XgudL4R0-y5AwXOd6lvbMyrWKTl6tZWR4q_IjIK6ihNhgc-JMGc8Sb6QXRNcqO2oPHJgeVdT8txz7xZ1iMA==&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==
https://n9x99deab.cc.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001Bc3XywZ74Nm5USCHJAkZ5V7MPqzs9q5utGxhw2MDpdd6RkDiccskBFgud79elN7SePXHCX_0wXYy_RVSD-eZztin6sVNrhDT_YINABJ01u3A-YeYMhflEEASrofm_XZWN3ZqOtGMiNUWhIiEXItlCv5Tp3BnyX7wClQfDSDAGMdC56zQUu7WhM5jaR94OCqh2EwDl023IGf6FrS5eAme4bY1iklYbIbbT-pM4Uhy0dswo3Pf_ob90p0MzEMvq16BHOdhYmoRrmYxeDlKJpUCrg==&c=TupQcMA2m6L2AElLJZN_liklyoiAEsULRCQkaXp9yaW9-RDfoQlHWQ==&ch=YGT0roAzajVsY9ueEoFyHE2VrsL_QWgvzGR9GXBdDljn5wV0fhLWOw==


Seasonal MMGA Learning 
Resources 
Ask us your questions in person! Trained 
volunteers staff Ask-a-Master-Gardener (AAMG) 
tables at dozens of events throughout the growing 
season. 

• The AAMGA is coming to a community 
near you, so check our AAMG Calendar 
for dates and times.  

• Belong to a local organization that would 
like to host an AAMG? Contact 

Outreach@MassMasterGardeners.org  
Why guess? Test! Get your soil pH tested - for free! 

• Visit a soil testing clinic near you: Soil Testing Calendar.  
• To request an MMGA Soil Testing event for your organization's event, 

contact SoilTesting@MassMasterGardeners.org  
 

Year-round MMGA Learning Resources 
Have a plant problem? Email our volunteers your questions...and they'll get 
back to you. Please include your name, phone number, and as much detail as 
possible, including photos. 

• Massachusetts Horticultural Society at 
MHSHelpline@MassMasterGardeners.org  

• New England Botanic Garden at Tower Hill Hortline@NEBG.org  
Speaker's Bureau: If you're a member of a garden club or other organization, 
check out our lecture topics here. If you need information on how to schedule a 
talk for your group, contact our Speakers Bureau Manager at 
Speakers@MassMasterGardeners.org. 
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Who We Are 

 
The Massachusetts Master Gardener Association is an 
independent non-profit organization whose mission is 
to share research-based horticultural knowledge and 
experience with the public. We meet that goal through 
Master Gardener Certification, outreach, education, 
volunteering, and public gardening programs for the 
advancement of best practices in sustainable, regenerative horticulture. 
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